Firstly, the board and staff of Camp Howe want to thank you for your patience and understanding over the last
few months. The pandemic has changed so much of our daily lives and working together, we are looking
forward to bringing the Camp Howe magic to all of our campers this summer.
Our first campers arrive in 45 days and we are counting down the days. The staff are super excited planning
a safe and fun program. We fully understand that most people are a bit “Covid tired”. We are no different
but have been closely monitoring national and local data and absorbing local and national best practices.
This past week we have met with the state Department of Public Health, spoken with our local Board of
Health and connected with many camps throughout the region. While for many, the effect of Covid-19 is
mild, we must still be cautious. Comparing reports of new cases for the beginning of May this year to last,
numbers this year are more than 6 times higher. Our biggest hope this summer is to have the most normal
summer possible while ensuring a safe camp for our campers and staff. This is a fine balancing act.
We take this responsibility seriously and with care. Keeping our campers, staff and our camp family safe is
our most important job. Unlike school, coming to camp requires us to live in a community. This means we
need to be thoughtful and as always, intentional about how we plan for the summer. We operated last
season with no Covid-19 cases and our intent is to do that again this year. Our policies this summer are
similar to last year while being less restrictive to better create that community feel and reflect current state
and federal guidlaines.

Camp Howe – A Camp for All youth!
P.O. Box 326
Goshen, MA 01032
www.camphowe.com

The following are Camp Howe’s Covid protocols for the summer of 2022. This plan encapsulates best
practices learned from last summer, CDC guidelines and our most recent State of Massachusetts guidelines.
Please take the time to review all that it contains and reach out if you have questions.

Prior To Camp
We encourage families to limit exposure to large groups, especially indoors for the week leading into camp
to ensure your child will have a greater change to enjoy their full stay at camp.

Campers & Staff with Pre-Existing Conditions
Campers or counselors with any of the following pre-existing conditions will only be allowed to camp with
formal guidance from their physician:








People with chronic lung disease or severe asthma
People who have serious heart conditions
People who are immunocompromised
People with severe obesity
People with diabetes
People with chronic kidney disease undergoing dialysis
People with liver disease

Vaccines


We strongly encourgage all eligible campers and staff to get the COVID vaccine and keep their
vaccinations up to date with boosters as recommended. Our goal is to at the very least, reach herd
immunity on site.

Pre Camp Testing
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3 days prior to camp we are requiring campers to take a Covid Test. This can be a PCR test
administered by a medical provider or a rapid self administered test. Upon arrival to camp, proof can
be in the form of a written (or screen) negative test or for self administered tests a photo of the
results of the test that is time stamped 3 days prior.
If a camper tests positive prior to the arrival of camp, they must wait 5 days, with improving
symptoms and no fever and test negative prior to arriving to camp.
If a camper has had a positive Covid test within 3 months of the start of camp, we will require a note
from their Physician stating that the camper has fully recovered from Covid-19 listing the date. In this
instance, if you have tested positive for Covid, please contact the Executive Director to discuss the
circumstance.

At Camp
Testing upon arrival




Upon arrival, each resident and day camper will be tested for covid. Our supplier of test from last
year is unable to provide them to camp this year. We are searching for alternatives. We may request
that families bring this second test with them. We have heard that many families have extra tests
from schools and other events and tests are reimbursable through insurance. We will keep you
posted.
If a camper tests positive upon arrival, they must wait 10 days, with improving symptoms and no
fever, and test positive before returning to camp.

Check-In


Arrival Times
o Teen campers Registration - 1:30 - 2:15 pm
o Junior / Day campers registration - 2:15 - 3:00 pm
o Day campers may also check-in at - 8:30am on their first Monday.



Resident Campers
o Prescreening will be done while the camper is in the car
o If paperwork is complete and camper can kiss their families goodbye while the staff unload
the car and escort camper to their cabin.
o If paperwork not complete or there is medical information or medicine to hand in, one family
member will escort child to an assigned area. The camper will then be handed off to a staff
member and escorted to cabin if all is complete.



Day Camp
o As per resident camp on first day
o Check in Monday at 8:30
o Subsequent days, the ongoing screening will be conducted in car and child escorted to their
group.

Check-out
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Resident Camper Pick Up
o Parents will collect camper in drive through fashion.
o Luggage will line the road and staff will place in cars. Grouped together by cabin.
o ID will be checked before allowing camper into the car.
o Parents will be encouraged to:
 Minimize time for pickup
 Maintain physical distance
 Know pick up password.

o All Candlelight ceremonies will be performed prior to parent pick up this summer with
campers only.



Day Camp
o Monday through Thursday – you will park in the day camp parking and your camper will be
brought to your car.
o Fridays you will follow the same procedure as resident campers.

Note: the road in and out of camp is very limiting for everyone coming and going at the same time. We will
have staff director traffic to make the road one way only, alternativing between entering and exiting.

Facial Coverings



Masks will be optional indoors and outdoors for all campers and staff.
We do recommend every camper to bring at least a couple with them to camp.

Activities at Camp



The beauty of camp is that most of our activities are enjoyed outdoors.
When indoors campers will be encouraged to group with their cabinmates.

Meals at Camp





During the summer of 2021, we learned that it is much quieter and cooler to eat meals outside. We
will continue this in to the future.
As many meals will be eaten outside as possible.
Each cabin will be assigned an indoor and outdoor table.
Day Campers will be required to bring their lunch daily.

Camp enrollment and grouping




This summer we will have more campers than we did in 2021 but fewer than our typical capacity.
Our day campers will be a group to themselves to minimize any transmission acquired on a day to
day coming and going.
We have separated our sessions to one week sessions and two week sessions so for resident campers
each session will be their own group.
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Sanitation
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All staff will be trained on proper sanitation techniques this summer. All program staff will be
expected to sanitize program materials between each use.
Campers will be expected to wash hands and use hand sanitizer at various times throughout the day.
Campers will be instructed on proper handwashing techniques by their counselors.
During meals, all tables will be disinfected between each use. Counselors will plate food for campers.
Salads will be prepackaged this summer.

Positive Test at Camp




Any camper that displays Covid symptoms will be tested on site.
If a camper or staff tests positive for Covid, they will be isolated until they can be collected to
quarantine at home or away from camp.
Any camper or staff that tests positive for COVID-19 may return to camp after at least 10 days have
passed from the date of the positive test as long as the individual remains asymptomatic or
experiences significant improvements in symptoms and is fever-free for 72 hours.

Visitors


Visitors are not allowed on camp this summer. Only essential personnel (e.g. food deliveries, repair
work, etc.) will be allowed on site this summer.
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Any overnight camper that is picked up early will not be allowed to return to the specific camp session,
unless for medical purposes.
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Memorandum of Understanding Letter
Camp Howe – Summer 2021
Dear Camp Howe Families,
As with any summer, the camp season of 2022 has been long awaited and we look forward to our woods in
Goshen being filled with the sounds of songs and laughter of our campers this season. We have all been
looking forward to returning to our camp community and to regain some sense of normalcy for our campers
and staff.
Before coming to Camp Howe, we want to make sure you understand that in light of the current medical,
legal and economic conditions resulting from the COVID 19 pandemic, and recognizing that these conditions
are subject to abrupt change at any time, you will be sending your child to Camp Howe which will operate
slightly different than it has in the past. Compared to 2021, the summer of 2022 will more closely resemble
our normal operations.
While we wish that we could control every possible risk, and while we will use our best efforts to keep
everyone in our camp safe from the COVID 19 virus, we want to make clear that we cannot promise or
guarantee that this or any other pathogen will not enter camp, and that by the very nature of the personal
interaction that takes place in the camp environment, there is always a risk of your child or someone else in
your family becoming ill with this or any other communicable disease.
We believe that our ability to open camp in 2022 in a manner that meets with our safety standards is
contingent upon compliance with CDC and other state and local guidelines, which may include the
performance of COVID 19 tests, including but not limited to nasal/ saliva swabs, on every camper and staff
member prior to entering camp and possibly at other times during the summer. We understand that some
individuals are more averse than others to certain medical procedures, but because this process is so
important to achieving our goals for this summer, if there is any reason that would prevent your child from
undergoing these tests, you should consider whether or not you want your child at camp this summer as
there will be no exceptions.
Because we want to do everything to keep camp operating in a safe manner, if your child is exhibiting
symptoms of or tests positive for COVID 19 or other communicable disease, they will be isolated until you
can collect your child to quarantined at home. We understand the hardship this could present, but we want
to do all we can to assure the safety of both your child and the rest of the camp population.

l

In order to minimize the risk, you agree that after your child returns home, they will have no avoidable
contact with anyone considered medically vulnerable under CDC guidelines
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You are agreeing to:





Minimize any contact between your child and anyone considered medically vulnerable under CDC
guidelines.
Allow your camper to use hand sanitizer to sanitize hands throughout the day.
Allow your camper to be tested for COVID-19 test on registration day as well any time they may
become symptomatic.
Attest that camper has not shown within the past ten days: A fever greater than 100 degrees F,
persistent cough, shortness of breath, diarrhea, fatigue, headache/muscle aches, loss of taste and
small, or sore throat. Attest that the camper has not traveled nationally or Internationally or been in
close contact with anyone that has been diagnosed with, tested for, or quarantined because of
COVID-19.

As we know, COVID-19 will be with us for the foreseeable future. No matter what procedures and protocols
are put in place, there is simply no way to guarantee that COVID-19 or any other pathogen or communicable
disease will not enter camp. And again, we will do everything within our power to keep your child healthy
and safe at camp this summer.
I hereby acknowledge that I have read and understand the points as described herein.
______________________________________________
Signed Parent/ Guardian Name
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_____________________________________
Printed Parent/ Guardian Name
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_______________
Date

___________________________________
Camper Name

